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THE EDITOR'S CHAIR 

A GRAND OCCASION. Since th e London O. B. B.C. was bcrn I rove hbd a 
longing to a tt end th e Christmas meet ing in . "The Reg " c t \iood Green . 
Last month I lllBllagcd it and how glad was I th at I did. It wa3 u so ul 
s tiring event, with the bi ggost attendance , I beli eve, s inc e the 
memorabl e occasion when a nucbe r of Northern members journeyed do.m 
SOCIO years ago . . 

Thero was a grand surpris e mmi ting me for as Bob Whiter welcomed 
me in he whispered , ''We 've got Y.r. Chapnan here to mee t you.11• Fer 
that reason alone i:r:y trip was wall worth whil e . But t here were 
ec,voral ot hers there whom I hud the pleasure of cee t ing f or th e fi':-3 t 
•iJ:le, Fred Ruthe rf ord and Cli fford Lett ey of Bristol ( t hey hsd picked 
up Mr. ChaJl!lllII on the way) ; Roger Stacey , until r ecently in Kenya; 
David Harri son , Reuben God.save , and Tony Ri l ey, al so there 1.1ere Don 
Webster and Frank Unwin of Merseyside . Thus all Clubs were repre
sen t ed . As I surveyed the scene r,ry tho tJ8',t s trav ell ed. bock t o the 
days when practically all collectors of becks of their youth wera 
strangers t o each othe r and I was proud to think t hat the little C.D. 

had dono something towards bringing t het:1 t ogether . Yeo, indee d , a 
very happy evening fo r me. 

During that wook- end I also had t he pl easure of meet ing F .Gordon 
Cook. lie chatted f or several delightful hours. l'IY word! tho t ales 



he can tell , copocially about Gwyn Evans. Genorous , foolish, lo vabl e 

was Gwyn, a great Fl ee t Stroct character and still talked about there 

even th ough he has been in his grav e for many ye<ll'S, 

And as mentioned eloewhere I paid anothe r visit to Fleetway House, 

I loneed to otay in London lo nger but duty called . I had to 

r eturn t o get the Annools away, 

* * * * * 
FOR Tit:: Bl'l'II TIME. On the day after my week-ond in London I spent 

more of my time at the Duplicating Agoncy preparing t he Annuals for 

Cllliling , At 6 p,m, a ca ll was put through t o the G. P. O. asking them 

to collect them, Promptly t hey COl:lpliod; a bo\>juet for Dr, Hill ' s 

oen. They've never let us dovn yet . 

Soon the reports began to arrive , First from John Goeller, 
1\londerful Annual , Engrosoed in Bl.ak:Ulns; up to cy eyes in 
llacil tOnianin I , 

By Christrias Dey I hod quite a pile of congratulations in similar 

vein , not only for th e contents , but also fo r the splendid work of the 
York Duplicating Servic es , 

* * * * * 
Ill HOSPITAL, ?·:ei::bers rill be sorry to hear th.:lt I sas c Litv akWllS COl!>

peUed to spend his Christmas in ·hospiW and unf or t •.mat ely for sooe 

time aften,ordB, I om sure he would ;,elcome lett os-s from fello w 

collectors , The address io '"Jard C, 9 , Ashford Count-/ Hospital , Ash
ford, tlidd.lesex. " Be sure of the ioliddlesex, for , of course, there's 
aloo an Ashford in Kent , 

* * * * * 
BOOKBINDillG. I have had an opportunity of seeing sooe of the binding 

jobs done by L. F. Ashley , 2} Mountjoy, Bridport , Dorset and vas greatly 

i.:!lpressed by it . His terms are very reascnstlo too. So if yJU want 

any jobs done I strongly advise you to get in touch with him. 

* * * * * 
CHRIS'lWiS GRFEl'DlGS. For days up to Christmas Doy, they came by every 

post , over bUndrod of them, from ary friends of tho hobby at hooe and 
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overseas . They make a soul stirring sigh t di splayed in oy den . t,\y 

Chri stmas was in evita bly a lon ely one , but it was also a very happy 

one . Cod ble ss you one llJld all. 

Wishing you a very happy New Year . 

Yours very s inc erely , 

liERBIBT LlX:KENBY. 

******************JI It N 1111 ti II It ltJ*****'*'******'*****...,..lf N ltl ltM II It It It ii********'* 

Conducted by JOOEFHillE PACKMAII 

271 Archdal e Roed1 East Dulwich 1 London, S.E, 22, 

In thi s issue you will find revicwo of t he S . B. L1s for last month , 

Walter 1/obb will be doing th ese as a regular f ea ture, and arrt:\ll8C!llents 

are being made for him t o have advance copies in order t hat t ile books 

under review may be concurren t with t he C, Dii;est, The space taken 

UJl will, of course, be in addi ti on to the normal allocation for ro.,,Jd.. 

ana, 

I hope you like t ho first'of the 'Mccory Toi;.sers ', 'Plc,-.so l<Tite 

and let me know, I also trust you will give me the samo fino sup p-

ort , in the wey of articl es , t his year as you did l as t year , 

On behalf of the Sexton Blclce Circ l e , my husband and I welcome 

your remm-ks on their f oature in the C.D. Annual fo r 1956, 

?inally , to al l ,..ho have r ecen tly - directly and indirectly -

paid me such nice cocpl iocnts on my iluikio.na effo rt s , I vould say 

' th2Ilk you very much', I only hope that I sha ll continuo to interest 

the majority of you , evan if I cannot please everyme . 

JOOIE PACKl·IAN. 

• * * * * 
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SEXTON BLAKE. 1956 

by Derck Fot'd 

"Let us s it upon th e ground 
And t ell sad sto ri es of t ho death of King Richard 1111

• 

W. Howard Baker and a certain well -known King of England share one 
thing L11 coomon it seems - both know how t o burn cakes. The "coke" 
in Hr . Baker ' s case being the Sexton Blake Library, of vhi ch he has 
become head "chef" , suc ceeding Mr. L.E. Pratt . Of rir . Baker ' s first 
concocti on (S . B.L. 347) I urote l es t year tha t it was a "nin epenny 
nightmare" ; of his second I thought much bett er and that there vere 
possibi li t i es . Of what he wns really possible I was to find out in 
1956. 

Taking over from Anthony Parsons - principal contributor sinc e 
1945 with n yearly average of six case-books , and only onocontri buti on 
(357) in 1956 - Mr. Baker turned out six case-books under his oun name 
and f iv e othe rs under the pseudonym "Pete r Saxon" in the s . B. L. run 
from 351 t o 372. Surely a S.B. L. re cord for quantity . 

With t he "new present ation" which beg,,n in case-books 359 and 360, 
both writt en by the editor , the Library in the form devel oped ever 
since it s inc epti on in 1915 and famililir t o ever.1 kcon reader of the 
Knn from Baker St r eet ' s adventures , ceased t o eX::.st. 

"Sexton Blake moves ;.'1th the times l 11 expl ained an edito rial a'oout 
the cmnges in the October numbers. To any di scr;minnting sub5criber 
i t must hllve se emed a move to Tic,es Square , Ne,· Ycrk, not th o new 
offices in Berkel ey Square, London, so much a pt\l')il of the so- called 
American "blood , bl udgeon-and-b ust sc hool" md he become by then . A 
complete exampl e of t his type was Saxon' s "F!'ont Pago Woman" (363). 
Additi ons to the class were Paula Dane, Mar ion Lang a.'ld J,iiss Pringle , 
and the t ough repo rt er 'Spl ash ' Kirby. While th ese t ypes were being 
devel oped , Ed,rnrd Cart er - ot herwi so Tink er - was played - down: "t aking 
care of a terr itory covering t he whole of th e Nort.'1 of England and 
Scotland" (S.B. L.371) . Pedro was forgo tt en in the "move", per hsps 
to become a dachshund fo r >liss De..!l<l late r on! 

Mr. Baker's 11rec ipe 11 was ably int erpret ed by his recruit s Arthur 
Maclean, Arthur Kent , Jru:ies Stagg and Jeck Trevor Story , res ponsib l e 



- --- - ---- -- ---- 7 -------- ---- -

between them far seven cas&-books. So alike is the style that Mr. 

Beker might be all four of these authors , but is not , so we are t old . 

( Confirmed that he is not . J • P. ) 

Walter 'l'yt'er, John Hunter and Rex l!ard:inee contributed tho three 

remaining case-books ; th ere were no i ssues in April due to the prin-

ters • str ike . What a grand cas &-book by Hardinge (356) it was, too ! 
It beat everything turned out in t he S.B.L. l ast yesr by miles . 

To complete the record : in February a titl e page was added; 

March saw the prico incre ase d to 10d., and photographs of fil.n>-stars -

later "scenes " frcm the caeos - made their appearance; publishin g day 

ues changed from Thursday to Tuesday. The editor contributed two 

"fillers" : one a tru&-lif e mystery , the other a dctactivo problem . 

Covers were by De Seta . The new se t-up did not feature in the "Knock 

Out" Blako Strip . 

* * * • * 
TJ!OOE "MEN OF MYSTERY" • 

Sinc e the publication of Walter Webb' s most interesting arti cl o 

in the December issue of the C. Digest I have met several authors of 

the 1916 on"ard period , r esulting from which some r el ativ e infonnntion 

hss emerged. The fo llowi ll8 will , therefo re, no doubt interest re aders 

generally and llal ter in pr.rticular . 

ll . O. G. LOFTS. 

L. H. BROOKS was the broth er of EDWY SEARLIB BROOKS and t his o;s:

{'lains the simi l arity of the style of writiJl8 of the se two author,:, . 

(This infornation was given in my article on Mr. H.ll . Twyman in the 

llovanber issue of the C. Digest , at which time no doubt Josie Pacl<man 

had Walter ' s article "in band" . ) I would have like d t o have given 

furthe r details as to ~ and !:'.& one could hnrdly t ell tho dif'f<irence 

in the l<Ork of these two brothers , but as I should be treading on 

somewhat dangerous ground per haps it would be ns well to l eave i t at 
tha t. 

mc!JAEL STORM was most certainly a very myst er ious man, and the 

type of author who shunned the limelight . In the 3rd C. D. Annlllll 

it was st ated t hat his real name was Charles I gnatius Somphill , but 



this must be incorrect . Semphill wos born in 1898 end , nccording to 
the "Authors end Writers Who' s Who", se rved in Kenyn Police from 1919 
to 1928. Stonn ~ in 1916; furthenoore , ho wroto the Ravens car and 
Abbotscre.g stories in 1906 t o 1906, which would hsvc lll>!de him only 8 
t o 10 yecirs of age a t thst tine ! G. H. TEED, I :,m told, was a friend 
of Mrs. Storm and ' ghosted ' mru,y sto ri es for Stonn after her husbcnd •s 
deat h. When Teed had established himself as a first-class vri ter he 
i:.sed his own name. 

D\T.1CA.'1 STORM, I run given t o Wlderstand , was th e pen-nrune of 
another well -kn own authcr , but before releasing th e nemo I am moking 
~ ' check- up •. 

PllYLLIS PMITJNG is said to have been a very attractive girl in 
her younger days ; she was the secre t ary of George Dilnot (n woll
kn0tm ITTiter and A.Press director . ) It i s tho\lilht to be quite likely 
th.~-, she boc,e.Jll<l an edi tor ess of women' s papers . ARJIOLD CLE!©lT 
F:s,T.lllG was her brother . It is confinned th at ho wos edi t or of t he 
Boys' Frknd unt il ho served in th e R. F.C. , when, unfortUJ1£1tcly, he 
was killed in actio n . 

l"lith regard t o E. ALAIS, there was en autho r writing at thst time 
whose name was Alais , but his Christian name was Charles. Whether 
t here i s a.9W cormection I could not say 1 but as th e na.':!e is uncommon 
t here i s a distinc t possibility . 

I have hsd seve r al conversations with l'.r . s. Rossit er Shepherd 
and , as Walter Webb so r ieh tl y says , he is a mine of information on 
authors etc ; but I think the can whc could cl ear up quite a f ew 
myste:cies on that si:bject is H.H. CLIFFORD GIBDOl:S, better known to us 
as GIWERT CHESTER. Gi bbons was a very clev er man and a talented 
ttusician . He was at one time oonductor of an orchestra and, I bel ie ve, 
a relative of the l ate Carro l Gibbons (of Savoy Orph eans fa!lle) , He 
was also a spiri tulist . I have tried very he.rd t o trace hira , but 
with out success . His complete disappearance is a mystery that even 
Sexton Blake would f i nd difficult to solve . 

* * * * * 
HOW' S YOUR MEl«lRY? (!lo. 1. ) by E. V .CO!»IA!I 

Many and varied have been the tigh t corners in which Sexton Bl ake and 
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Ti.nicer have found themselves in the course of _an ext ended campaign 
agai nst crime. 

Some 6l'6 unf or eettable , 
\iell, just how good is your memory? The f oll owing' extr act i s 

taken fr oc a Blako story which appeared in ...... 
And thst ' s the prob l em. \ihen was i t written; what wru, its title 

and who wrote it? 
If you can romenber, full marks to you. If you can ' t, th en why 

not start re-re ading your Blake c oll ec ti on in an effo rt to find out? 
(N, B. This st ory could have appeared in UNION JACK, DETWI'IVE WEEi<LY 
or SEXTOl! BLl.'<E LlllRARY, Blak e yams which appeared in other publi -
cati ons have not been included in t his se ri es . ) 

TEI.SER No11. 

!!lake felt t he hard gristl e of t he man' s nos e crunch beneath his 
knuckles . He fo ll owed up with a terrific l ef t to the thro at which 
sent th e fellow staggering , then, whir ling , Blake csU8ht the sewnan a 
sa vage backhander and l eapt f or the ladd er which l ed up in to th e s ub's 

conning-t ower . 

But as he gained the ha tch a gun blAzed and he f elt sudden se ari. '1(; 
fl€0ny in his thi gh. At t he same ll!Oll0'1t half a dozen blac k- robed 
monks beg3ll swaming swiftly down the ladd er from th e aperture in th e 
floor over t he underground cavern . 

Oblivi ous to t he agony of 1'is wounded l eg , Blake scrar.ibl ed on t o 
t he conning'--tower rai l, whipped up his ams and dived into the black 
ond glit t ering water . He went for under, twist ing during t ho dive and 
oo!!ling up ahead of the black hull of th e s ubnar in e near 11her e th e 
rocky roo f of th e cave shelved down to the wate r. One l ong brea th 
he took , then under he went again , and now he kne, · t hat he was ind eed 
waging a despere t o gambl e with death. 

For ho could not come up again 1.mtil he had cleared thi s und01'
wate r cave and r each ed the entrance somewhere out by t he ro cks , Just 
how far away that entranc e was he did not know-- but if he failed to 
reach it bef ore hi s tortured lungs gave out he would drown. 

Despera tel y he swam on, hi s heart pmping furiou sly and o roaring 



in his ears which grew in volume every momEnt. It was a terrible, 
ni ghtmarish experience . Once he attempted to break water and his 
head struck sharply against submerged rock. iie plunged do,m again, 
his ams and l egs moving like tho se of an aut omaton . 

It was a gambl e with death, with all the odds stacked "8ainst the 
detective . But it was the only way of escape .· He was all but done , 
f or hear t and lungs S'ere being tortu re d beyond all endurance , and he 
kne-., that unle ss he reache d the entrance of the cave within the next 
f ew seconds he would never emerge alive. The roaring in his ears 
had increased t o a deafenillg thunde r; he seemed to have been swilo
ming for a t imeless age , swiming through a vas t ocean of bl ackness 
which had nei ther beginning nor end ••• • • • •• 

!lot such tamo stuff, i s it? And needless to say , Blake didn ' t 
drown . 

But who wrot e t he story , what was it s nam,, and whon was it 
wr:!tten? The answer will be published next month, but meanwhile, 
you Blllko fans , how's your meioory? 

,gJ,UE: The aut hor is well- known, though not e.s a !nake writ er, ,. 
has done conparatively few Blake yarns ( worse luck!) end is still 
living. He was interviewed not so long ago by Bil i Lofts . 

AJ,8',;ER 'IO BE PUBLIS!!ED NEXT MONTH. 

BA'i'l'LE SONG (No.371) 

·***** 
S.B.1. (Dl'X:EMBffi 1956) REVlE',~ . 

by Welter Webb. 

W .HOWARD BAKER. 

Concerns th o actititi es of a political covemmt kno1m as Briti sh 
Action . When Janet Boise , an ac tre ss mecber of t he party is found 
r.iurdered Sext on Blake i s call ed i-1. Marion Lang i s gi ven her firs t 
assignment when her chief persuades her t o j oin th e party . Thr o;;gb 
be:-, Blake uncovers a pl ot of the highest magnitude - t he assassina 
tion of E.stoslavian Prime Hinister , llarshall Ivan Vranner on the 
l at ter ' s for t hco!lling vi s it t o t.>t;, country. {We met him in Arthur 
)'.!;lcJ..,,,,.. '• DARK :rnc:<TIER. - S.B,L. No,368), a,~ to the fanati cs 



would see Britai n on t he brink of a third world wer and her ultimate 

l'Uin . CliJ:lax - a hruld- t o-hand tussl e on th e roof t ops over lookiJlg 

Cambridge Circus between Blake and a fanatical party member as the 

latter i s about to throw dovn bombs at the passing Vranner and into 

t he crowds below. Ext ra l ong and e r eal thri ll er . 

Splash Kirby, cr~reporter , is also featured . 

Rating ., ••• , . ,. Very Good. 

* * ... * * 
HURDm - \TITH LOVE! (ilo.372) JACK TREVOR STORY. 

!-laey people will go to extraordinary lengths in order t o obta:ln 

money. Fe-o1, fo rtunat ely , vill go so f ar as to comit murder e·,en t o 

ensure fimncinl secur it y for the rest of their lives . Cliff Del e

vare was one of th e rrJ.nori ty . One of the oost unple ascnt char ac t ers 

ever to be int roduced into t he !)881)9 of tt.e Library , this unscrupulous 

young Acerican murders his vife , Lini , du.'"ing th eir honeymoon in 

Erl8J.and, in orde r to gain her inheritance and then f akes his cr ime to 

look like a suicide . Then, discove r ing tha t a twelve-y ear-ol d chil d, 

Alis on Koestl er, th e daughte r cf his wif e ' s half - s ist er is ne:rt in 

line he plans to kill the child elso . The climax vit h Blake , 'i'inkor 

and Paula in chase of Dela,;are and t he kidnapped chil d in two f ast 

moving cu~ooobiles makes thril ling r eading . J ack Trevor Story , who 

vrote the book on which the illred Hitchcock film , "The Troubl e With 

l!c=y", was based , is a wel come recruit whose style afford s pleasine 

contras t to t h:lt of his coll eagues in the new Blak e set-up . 

Rat:ing .... .. ...... Very Good. 

*********'****H**** ** **'***** ****'***********II II It NM N 1111 It N• NM II 11111111 NK·******'*'* 

I 1,ill pey 2/- each fo r SUN numbers 209, 217 and 218 . Must be in 

good condi tion . I will al so pay pos t 889 if sent fl at , to avoid 

crea sing , 

L. Packman. 27 Archdale Road, London, S.E.22 . 

~ . Any copies of PellllY Picto rial years 1900 , 1909, and 1910 

containing Sexton Blake sto~es., *Yo\11' frice pnid . 

L. Packamn. 27 Archdale RoadL.~Lo=n~do::!n!lrc..=::.S'".E:.:·~2=-2!.. --- ---- ---
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PC6TSCRIPI'. 

Wbillt in London I ' phoned Mr. Howlll'd Baker editor of the S .B.L . 

asking i1' I could see sooe of thos e anonymous letters centi oned by 
Mr. Arthur Maclean in bis artic l e in the Annual. I received a 

cordial invi tntion to go along . 

Well I snw them and I must say ~ir. Macl ean had net exaggerated . 
They were disgusting , sense l ess , several illit erat e , and all , c..f course , 

covardly . 

I fe lt confident that none cf our members would be guilty of such 
dirty wo:.:-:C and ozy faith was ji;stified for I recognised none of the 
vri ~ing and only one post -mark was that of a place where wo have a 
me:,ber and he is a Hamil ton fan only . 

I did see a lett er from one of our best known contri butors . 
It was lik e a brea th of fresh air after t he scurri l ous stuff . 

• 
lfnilst there I had tho pleasure if cee t ing Mr. Maclean. Sooe • , 

of our i:E!llbers had got the idea tha t Mr. Howard Baker was Art.>iur 

rt0clean °" wall as"Pete r Saxon". Well this settles it, doesn ' t it? , 
The explanati on maybe is t hat the various auth ors now work as a team. 

I also aaw the cover of John Hunter 's sto ry "3ilent Witness" , 
cocing in Februa,y, as ona of the other authors . 1:r. Buntorll sto ry 
wil~ be loo lcad forwlll'd to wi. t h special interest to see how he adapts 
himself to the new order of things . 

And here • a SOJtething else int er estL"Jg. Ronald Rouse points ou.t 
that the secondFebruary number will be the 1, 500 S.B . L. How Cl8llY 

J>illion words? Anybody l ike to count •eo . Thon add a sicilar 
number of Union Jock Yarns , serials in the Boyo' Friend , Boys' 

i!er ~ld, Boy:,' R~ili , short sto r ies in Answers , Penny Pictorial , etc ., 
etc . , end veil , t f,.: t,1"...-:~ )..,,~·.:l be torrlf ic t10uldn't it? Certainly 
no othe r chsract Gr :..'l !ic.i~:i c:>uld ca:ie anywhere nc~.r it . (H.L. ) 

(Note. The fo ll ovi:oe s~.cU:.u bc•:c ,--:cc·l!'ui in a Nonmber number , but I 
tn sure it will be agreed t ,n t it s smfuen t i.s fitting for any t ime. 
li .L.) 
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"TI!Er SHALL NOT GRW OLD AS WE GROW OLD" 

by llatTy Bres t er. 
* * * • * 

These imnortnl ...ords come beck to us a t a certain time r,very year 
and wit h re spectful and most times sad memory we pay homoge t o "they" 
who died. As we stand silent for th ose two clnutes tha t day in 
l!~vember oeny thought s , mostly of the past, re turn to us. But in 
spired by those immortal words, othe r t houghts recur and "they" could 
bo per haps the memories of our youth nr..more materially "they" could 
be the books and pJpers · we r ead in tho se days , "They" nc.var grow ol d, 
either of them, thoughts and papers alike . It is perhaps not un-
lik ely either that we who read and now eager l y collect thos e old papers 
and bocks could have ~ ther reas~na besid es nostalgic desires to go 
back over the years . It mi@ht be the menvries of our own schoo l-

days but again i t might be that "they" bring back the gl ory of t he se 
early days, when Dlgland was se cond to none. lihen we l eek around us 
a t t he world of t oday, a worl d where on one hand we cry out · for saf et-1 
for people on the roads and at the same time for more speed, t1hen 1r.en 
work like mad one time to keep our nati onal recovery and then in 
th ousands strike and shatt er all they have gained , a t the dictati on of 
a few. When the masses clai:,our for more money fer doing l ess in a 
land which has no money, when men bc-m and reared on th e land are told 
what to grow on tha t same land by those who l ack the knowledge and 
initiative to cult i vate their own back gardens th emselves . When 
Britain, once so strong , has to ki ss th e hand of a pretty dictator 
whose oth er hand hold s behind his back a club re ady t o stril c9 when 
you are not ready. Yes and when the good old bocks cannot bo print ed 
through lack of mater ial and , yet the shops are full cf cheap junk and 
for e4,l slush only fit f or the bonfire . A world gone mad and our 
country bad enough even i f bet t er then l!l('st . Most of us coll ectors 
are abl e t c rei::ember tea k to those days when Britain led the world in 
most things. Our t hought s ~ back to the s torie s of val our writt en 
by authors such aa Henty, Stables , Bal l antyne and Soott, and many 
oth ers lik e the m, t he d eeds of Robin Hood and Di ck Turpin, Drcl<e and 
Frobisher , Kitchener and Wolfe , One and all, wit h the one theme , 

the glory and paeesntry that was Britain. Even the belo ved school 
yams were full of that gre atness, pluck and chivalry right t o the 
fore. Back no doubt to the days before these so called modem im
provement s but was th e world any worse off, when Britain domineered 



over the whole universe and practically owned a fifth of it. Yes, 
it l!lllY not be just nostalgic regret for the lo s t years so much as the 
desire to regain in our way, the glory that was ours . . Perhaps that 
glory mcy return, who knows? Looking around us it is hard to braoket 
th e modern youth with the heroes of the past . Bu.t again who knows? 
The glory returned at Mons and Jutland, it was thare vhen the Win-
ga te a , Kildsres andBu.lkeley,, went up into the sky in those September 
days of 1940 and wiped out the greatest destructive forc e ever devised. 
We saw it in Korea . It was there, when a few years ago, two public 
School boys in the shape of May and Cowdr§' flogged th e orcam of 
Australian boding all over the field and Australian fields at that . 
And they will do it again; The Magic which is Stanley }ls.tthews that 
is the glory of England. The fact that Pat Smythe can beat anything 
in the world, t hat i s the same glory again. There it is, the thought 
that it 1!1:1.ght be thi s which appeal s to us all , at least those of us 
who remember the early years of the century, the gold en ora of authors 
and books alike. "As we grow old we will remember them". Perhaps 
the t ... o ideas, nostalgia and the glory that was, are in fac t one but 
t he ol d popers and becks, "t hey will not grow ol d" . 

LmEr ;iox 
f ;s::i Frank Richards. 

Dear Herbert Leckenby, 

Tlu:lnks for t ho C.D. - always a cheery and wel come arrival. The 
cover picture brQU8ht back memorie s of the 'd ear deed days beyond re
ccl.l". What Xmas Numbers there used ! o be l It is vc:~· interesting 
tmt it was o.;. C'i.:: Fayne's suggest i on that the ".Painted Room" was 
reprinted in two nui:be,·c , instead of being hanged , drllwn, and quartered 
in t he acous taoed way. 

I was considerably amused by the quote from the "lurror: though 
rec::;,;, to be nicknamed "Bu.,ter" is enough t o make Sir Edward boil!!! 
01:r fat friend •s sister has r ecently cropped up in a most unexpected 
place: oo::ieone sent me a cut~ing fro m a sporting raper, in which 
l o and behold! - a googee named "Bessie Buder" was running in a 
race . It would have been interesting to see Bessie a winner: but 
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no doubt she hsd too much weight to carry: 

With kindes t regards , 
Always yours sincerely , 

FllANK RICIIARIS. 

***'*****u11u1111uuu111nn11uuu11n11u1111111u111nun1111111111111a1* 

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 
LONDON SmTial. 

Curriculums am egmdasl 1lhy worry at the Chri stmas meeting 
when we bad r eprcseota t bes of the Leeds, Birmin8ham end Liverpoo l 
clubs present. Foroalities quickly finished and then a welcooe t o 
artis t C. H. Cbapnan of the Bimingbam club , Herbert Leckenby of the 
Leeds one end both Don Webster end Frank Unllin fran Liverpool. 
llhst a happy time for our Her ber t who was meeting, f or the firs t t:lm6 
some nev coll988U8s . First meeting between him end Mr. Chaic,n , a 
happy surprise . Chairman Len welcomed every one and quickly put one 
and all at their ease . Yes: lie had the usual quiz competi tio ns and 
good rooding from Gwyn Evan •s ''Myst ery of Mrs Bardell ' s Christmas 
Pudding ". Highlight , however, was the personal distributi on of the 
"Annuals" that he hsd bro ught with him for those tha t he sumised would 
be present. A very ldrully thought Herbert and it 1f85 pleasing to 
oee you so happy amoJlBSt your old and nev friends . Tvo new faoea at 
the meeting were Miss Millicent Lyle end Roger Stacey. It will. be 
remeltbered tlr:I t Mr. Stacey returned soce t ime ago fro m Kenya and is 
a friend of Bill Hubbard, who ve hope to see next Spring, Great 
credi t goes to the hosts of the meeting fe r th e arrangements , Eil een 
ond . Kat hleen for the cat ering and to th e Rutherfords for conveying 
Mr. Chap,,an from his Caversham hoce . There ' s enthusiasm for you , 
the two Rutherfords end Clif f Lettey came up all the w,zy froo Bristo l. 
Fred Rutherford obtained his reward as ho won tho raffle prize of 
number one of the penny "Gen'', 

Annual general ooeting at n, Archdale Road, Fast Dulwioh, 
London, S.E. 22. on Sunday , January Vth , 1957. 
Thus a good start to the Yuletid e celebrations and enjoyed by n record 
attmdance , UNCLE BENJAMIN. 



NORT!ElN S!X:TION CllRISfflAS PARTY, December Bth 1 1956, 

Very evidently the ladies had boon busy before most of tm cen 
ar riv ed fo r when we walked in we found severa l tebles for four dain 
tily and tecp t ingly laid, All l ooked so cosy and hoc,el y better than 
having tea a t a restaurant as we have done th e previous two or throe 
years. Tha men salute you ladies ! 

There was an excellent attendanc e , too evon though Beryl Russell 
Toe Porter , Horry Bres t er and Brian Honeysett had been prevented froa 
co•..ing at Iba ·last momant. 

After tea Chaiman Stanley Smith had a few words to say in tho 
mll?lO'.ll' he docs so well . He had al so thoughtfully sent off a tele-= of greeting t o our President, Frank Richards, 

f'!'Ot1 then on until a lat e hour t he real Christ.:as spirit reigned 
wit h a pop.ilar Bunter Drive , quizzes and the reciting of a typical 
chep'tO!" froo a Christcas Magnet by Gerry Allison , who as usual , had 
prepared t he rest of tho progroc:,e. There were some handsome pri zes . ;, 

So r eluctant we::e ,·~ ~o break u;,, t h, t tho York moobers near l y • 
I:.issed their train f or !.c ........ 

Yea anot her seccosz ftl e·,en.t for the 1"':}CO:'."'."i:,. 

Wo moet agnin on January 12th which means anothe r fiv e week intel'
val, worse l uck. 

HEP.Bf2lT LECX":'l1lY, Northam 
Si::: .... CJ.Vll Correspondent. 

• * • * * 
K!DLAND CWB. J,:oeti.ng held llov!"ber 26th , 1956. Room 9. Chllcbor of 
of Cornerco, New Stroet,_ :alr..· .. ·.:=, 

R,-, 10rt ~ M-, _ .. . :- ._ ' ':.'Ostor-Socrotary. 

This al\.~.-•. '~.,,- · ·- ~ fl~e 1-: ,~ rn :, Jc .... k U!'l(m as o decidl:?d success as in 
eddi tion to a :'<.·.... ~ > • _ .1 .:rter we hl.~ i..:t:=: r-~ -!..:-1:re of 
welcoming a new :,:em.Lo;.:.."', , H J\c,n D1.C:~l;!!l.S of Blackheath. A Postal me• 
ber of the Lonuon Cluo 0f ~ r.-e years standing and a very keen Hamil-
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tonian he should be a valU11ble addition to the "gan;(' . Formal busi 

ness vas of a varied nature, The next ceeting vas fixed for Decamber 

17th as the usual date , l os t Monday ill the month was out of the ques

tion . Ve vero so rry to bear Hr. Dyer had resigned but folloviJl8 on 
the resi.snr..ont of Mr. John llsndley and young John we were not surprised 

but we shllll miss their cboery cocipo.ny neverthe l ess . Other c,atters 

being settled , we then turn ed to the library which is going from 

strength to strength . lie can ll8Bin congratulate Beryl for her good 

work in this directi on end hope there will be further additions . 

Then came what we had been vai ting for, since l ast month, the sequel 

to the mystery of th e "Friar' s Oak" , Tom then narrated in his own 

inimni.table style how Pon and his cronies continued t o use the secre t 

p,ssage from the "Oak" to th o Remove box rooo, bow Prout and of course 

Coker becoao involved . How, in true Richards sty le, an idea of 

Hurree Sinl!b 's to l:nve a rota of watches each night t o catch th e mys

terious rniders concided wi t.'1 a sW.lar idea of the "great" Horaooo. 
How Coker was caught instead of the Higbcliffions , We learnt whot 

Prout md to s,zy about it and how Quelch "got bM!<" et his collc"8U"S 

fo r his uounl or1 ticism of the "W'.U'Ul.y" Remove. The l att er chnpters 
tell us how Bunter got some treacle not to his l:i.kil:lg. How t:io "Owl 

of the Reciove" by lucky chonce found out the secre t of tho Friars Oak 

e.nd the secret pnssage , How the Fn!:xJus Five did the rest e.nd Pon nnd 

Co. were c,iugbt red -handed in the Remove passage , and got their des

serts at tho hands of all pcople ,Mr, Quelch who did not spcro tho rod : 

So ended n perfec t OXll!Dpl e of Frank Richllrd •s work , told in a moot 

amusing vey with all the "sound effect s " by Tom Porter . The appl ause 

which greeted him spolte well for th e future as this will not bo tho lost 

of such good progrocmos . Thio was tho f inal item ill a night which 
everyone enjoyed , 

* * * * * 
!IDlSEYSIDE Sil:TION - Sundav 9th December, 1956. 

Jl""'bors wero sligh tly fewer thi s month, partly due to illness and 

poss ib ly the nearness of Xmas. Nevertheless , a cheary group sat dovn 

t o hear Don \lebs t er explain the arrangements for the Nev Year Moot ing 

and Soci al , This is t o be dn Sundey, 6th Januar/ starting at 4 p .m., 

wit h book cl ub business , Tea will bo at about 7 ,p,m. and the even 

ing will finish with fun and ga::,es. It is hoped that Sir . F. Bowman, 

Herbert Leckmby e.nd Len Packman will bo vit. 'i us , so a firs 'l;-cl aso 

eveni.'lg is t o be expected. Will all •,erseyside members make special 



not e, 

Each member t hen re ad what he consi dere d the greate st anocaly to 
appear in Old Boys ' Books, parti cularl y whor e echool yarns were con
cern ed. Here, two favouri te authors , Charl es Hamilton and E.S.Brooks 
caoo under heavy f ir e . 

Among the point s raised was t he ·k .posi bilit y of Bunter ' s type of 
ventr5.l oquis ci. I t was argued tha t as a very obtuse boy he coul d 
har ily carry on l earned converv ersa ti on when.jm. ta t ing s uch people as 
doctors or teachers . It was also ment ioned t het such a backward boy 
as W.G.B. coul d never have got himself admitt ed in the fir st place to 
Greyfriars . 

Other cont roversial point s raised was t he "know all and do every
thing'' characte r of :lel son Lee, - lln1Ty Wharton ' s changes of charac t ers 
and t he fantastic sc rapes t hat Handf orth got himself in and out of. 
Aft er the usual tea and bi scuits we teckled Jim Walsh ' s qui z on t op
icru. Xmas episodes , t aken in the main fro m l·lagnet and St . Jim' s Stori es • 
Thia was abl y .on by our young member George Ril ey. 

As this was t he l ast meet ing in 1956, var io us t.oast s were drunk -
thanks j :..a Welsh for the necess ary - and i t was t r.· hope of all t hat 
tt.e year 1957 irould see the Merseysi de Branch goin;; eYen furthe r llhcad. 

NORMAN P.lAGNELL. 
Secr etary . 

12!~ 17 Coll ectors • Digest s . 6d. each and 17 Story Poper Coll ec
tors lio1s 41- 59. 5/ - t he l ot . E. MAGOVEIIT, 65 BENTHAM STREET, BELF.AST, 
!IORTHERN IRELA:ID • . 

Blue and Uhi!~ offered for copy of Fi-1:!1 Fun with Char l es Chap
lin on front or i.,cide . GORJX)N THOMPSON, 53 W.Li·!.ST! P,RK, OLDPARK 
ROAD, BELF.l!ST, 110RrHERli IRELAND. 

~ "Magnets" and "Gems". Wi ll ~ :change or Euy. Hundreds of 
Duplicat es D. O' HERLI!IY, 17220 GP.IBP.AM STREE.'l', NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORNIA, 
U.S. A. 

·:t * * * * 

• ,. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD 

328 St ockton Lane, York. 
* * * * • * * * 

With t his i ssue we embark on a new year; what, I wonder, does 
1957 hol d in s t ore for us? Cer tainly , unle ss th er e i s a remarkable 
change of heart by al l concern ed, th er e will be no re-birth e i ther of 
the Nelson Lee Li br ary or of St. Frank ' s. 

I see t hat a fellow - member of t he Old Boys I Book Club has , in 
his contr i buti on t o the Sex ton Blake controv ersy , suggested tha t Edwy 
Searles Brooks might link Blok e with ei th er Norman Conquest or wit h 
"Ironsides" Cromwell. Maybe Mr. Brooks could also consider bringinc 
Nelson Lee and Nipper into a new Blake adventure , possibly in a yarn 
of Secret Service adventure in some typical ly Brooksian cotmtry of 
fant asy . 

Brooks , however f antas tic his secre t wor l ds, always had science 
ond t opicality on his side . I am sure he c ould provide a link with 
say either th e Antar cti c explor ations end their importance t o Briti sh 
military end economic stra t egy , or the new search for the trut h of 
the myst ery of Col. Fawcett in Amazoni an South Araeri ca, 

AB I wri te , I hsve in f ro nt cf u.e a film catalogu e giving details 
of t he Secr et Land, which "te ll s of hew t he l!len and ships cf the 
United Stat es NaVY se t out to expl.cre the Antarctic . Mcst inte:-e s ting 
cf all is the part of t he film sho wing aeroplanes over the Shackl e t on 
coas t d.i.scovering a vast area of land without sno w". Shades of 
Brooks and his s t cri es of New Anglia . 

I see , t oo, that Fred Cooke, t he newly- clisoovered 11stand - in " 
autho r cl aims to have writt en several St . Frank ' s yarns round abou t 
1921 • I t hink the sugges ti on that oome of th ese were in the N .L.L. 
i s without f oundati on - al l th e t itl es and se ri es fo r th at year bear 
t he Brooksian stSI:lp - but several St. Frank ' s s t<'r ies in th e Boys I 

Reel.m at t hat period wer e definite l y not by Br ooks an d it r.,zy well be 
t hat Cooke ,irote t hese . Wit h the unfamiliar anphasis on Fatty Littl e 
and an obvious attCl!lpt t o line i'.im up as a Franciscan lllmte r, the 
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stories vere cl early by one of t he 1'188not!a Hamiltonian •s t and-ins". 

And nov for the answer to l as t oonth 1s Quiz: -

1 , llaxwell Scot t , 
2, A Dead f!nn' s Secret; The Marvel, Septmber 19th , 1894, 
3, Dick Starling; St, Ninian ' s, 
4, The Further Adventures of Hel son Lee, (The Mystery of Malton Moor), 
5, Nel son Lee Li brary, No,112, As Mr. Peter ilvir.gton and Richard 

Basil Herbert Dennett . To oocape ven;ieance of t ho Fu Chang Tong. 
July 28, 1917. 

6. Mr. Thorne; J,.ncient House. 
7, Ralph Lasl i e Fullwood. 
8 , The ~stery of Limehouse Reach; Ni pper at St, Frank ' s. 
9, Ancient Bouse, Blue and Gol d, Coll ege House, Green and Gold, St , 

Frank's , Red and Blue , 
10 , St, Frank's and Ancient House, Red and Bl ue , Modern House, Green 

and Gold, Eas t House, Black and Or~ , west Houso, Mauve and 
Yell ow, 

11, Lcrd Pippingt on, Duke of Socerton, Visco unt "Sheets• Bell ton, 
Lord Dcrr ioore . • 

12 , Professc,r Cyrus Zingrave, 
13, A.'!cient - Nel son Lee , l ater Almington Wilkes (married) • 

Modern - Mr. Stockdale , 
East - Mr, Earnaby Gool c . 
West - Dr. Barry St okes (married ) 

14, E.!'8 Quirke . 
15, Rcegie Pitt , Cecil De Valorie . 
16, Cric ket, l'.aking articl es of sealing wruc. 
17, Welloce (no Christ!rui nnr.,o ever gi ven). 
16. Tony Cress·.,ell •s 
19, "Fighting" Jaoos Kingswood. 
20. tlatson , Pitt, Church, the F.andforth Brct hors ,Chri stine , 
21 , Eil een Dore . 
22, Sir J aoes ?otts. 
23, The Earl of Edgeooor , 
24, Pitt , Tich l!arbor ough, llipper(before arriving at St. Frank ' s . ) 

Handforth major aloo played for the Blue Crusaders during Fatty 
Fowkes 's absence. 

25, Mr, Barnaby Goole . 
A HkPPY l!EY YEl:R TO YOU JJ.L. 
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S.B.L. REVIEWS. 

January 1957 
IIIGHTMARE Ill NAPL<S. (No. 373) JfJ·iIB STl,GG. 

See Naple s and die! J. now very familiar s logan, and one whi.ch, 
in view of t he su dden and viol ent dea ths which overtake certain of the 
characters, night very appropr i a t ely have been used as t he titl e of 
th e s t ory. Blak e never coul d take a holi day without becooing invol 
ved in the meshes of crime, and his vacati on with Paula Dane , hi.s 
honey- bl onde secre tary and assis tant , in t he sun-drenched Italian city 
prov es no exce pti on to the rul e . Soon th e pair are being dra gge d into 
a pursuit of the murderer with the police, led by Captain 1".ario 
Cavi cchi, of the Naple s Homicide llul"eau. An exciting clil!Jaz with Blake 
chasing t he murderer up the mountainside in th e shadow of t he volcano 
Vesuvius. Poised on the rim of t he crater th e murderer confesses t o 
his crim es and then lrurla himself t o his doom. A good thriller of t ho 
type we used to associa t e with t he co l ourful Plummer and Rymer s t ories 
by G. I! . Teed in th e thirti es. James Stagg , who made a notab l e debut 
in "Assi gncmt In Bcirut 11, i s even oore impressiv e in thi s one. 

Rat ing •• • •• •• Very good . 
WALTER WEBB. 

THE SEA.Son OF THE SKYLARK (No. 374) JACK 'I'Rr,~OR STORY. 

Somewhat out of season , perhaps, but it i s the s t ory that matters , 
and what a fine s tor; , this turns out t o be! An AU8USt Bank Holi day 
amongst the seas ide crowds in Brighton , with Tinker trying despera tely 
t o pr event a bunch of cro oks known as the Syndica te fro m tald.ng th e 
lif e of a beautiful bl onde . One of t he cos t oddl y asso rt ed gll-"lg of 
cricinal s sin ce the la t ~ Gwyn Evans conce ived the well - reme:ibered 
Doubl e Four , th e Syndi ca t e is an international organis a ti on spec iali.a
ing in s t olen socrets of medicine and industry , an organisation whioh 
has its spies in all the world •s focto rie s - C>i!n and women without 
pstri oti sm, whose sol e obj ect i s finrul cial gain . When bl onde , attraC:. 
tiv e Jill Barratt meets Johrmy Weston, a young member of the Syndicate , 
and pors uado s bim to hlllld t o her a rare drug which had been entrusted 
t o him fOr deli very to tho London headquarters of t he Syndi ca te she 
becomes a marked woman. Blake hrul litt le to do ; Paul a nothing a t al l; 
Tinker , whoso ass ignment it i.s, is sadl y out of touch and i.s frsnkl,y a 
:i1sa ppoin tmant , but not so th o autho r, >!ho has given us one of the best 
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Bl ake 's publ ished fo r a l ong, l ong tim e . J ock Trevor Story , wit h many 
deft to uches of real humour, haa a knack of saying in half-a-d ozen 
words what many writ ers take several paragraphs t o say - and far more 
ef foctiv ely et that l 

Rat ing •••• • •• Excellent . 

WALTER IIEBll, 

***"***************'ll'·*"'"**********************ff************************* 
~ Magnets 487,836,861 , S. O.L. ' s 51, 205, 223, for Magnets 008 ,850 , 
928, 1027, 1310, S.O.L . ' s 71, 100 , 104 , Also want ed Magnet s , S. O.L. ' s 
and Holi day Annual 1938. i:. MAGOVEIIY, 65 Blll'Ft!AN STRWJ', BELFAST. II. I. 

Wanted. Amll.J.gamated Preas. pre-war Comics, particular l y Film Fun, KinCJDU 
Komic, Comic Cuts , Chips , Butt erfly and Puck, expec ially those of th e 
1920' s . Also other pre-war A. P. publi c~t ion from 1920- 1940. Detai l s 
and price s to ARNOLD KE!l!A, 11 PEARL AVENUE, EPPING, N.S.W. AIBTRALIA. 

l!'.e!!!£1· S.O.L. 'a No's. 179 and 184 "Outccs t of Cedar Creek" and on th e 
Western Tr 3i l. ReasoMbl e pri ce paid , FRED GRIFFIN, 2558, GRAND 
CONCOURSE, lli10liX, 58, NEW YORK, U.S .A. 

\lcnted to ccmpl ete coll ect i on . No' s 27 and 28 . School and Sport . 
STANLEY SHITil, 13 PERCY S'IREEI', YORK. 

~ "Corns in good condi ti on, 
Nc' s . 1106 , 1106, 1114, 1118 , 1121, 1125, 1129, 1133 , 1136 -
t o 1142. 
"NEIS Oll LEE' S" , 1st Nill srnu:s. 
!Io 's . 54 , 55, 137, 138, (Good Conditi on) . 

"YOmm BRITiJJIS" 1st SERIFS 
No' s . 185 t o 232. 

i,WAYS IllTERESTED Ill HEIJ!Il!G OF f;lrf BOU!ID VOLS. OF ~Gll !:I'S OR GE1·1S 
FO:! SALE. 
WRITE TO:- io!R. J .R. SWJ.N, 3 , FIFTH i,.vmuE , PiillDillGTON, LO!IDON, W.10 . 

NOTE. Lest month in err or t he vol UI:10 number was giv en as 11 vhen of 
cours e it should have been 10 t oo l os t of that vol ume. 
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HAMILTONIANA 
Compiled by Herbert Leckenby 

More Snip pings from the Newapapora. Befor e C~.ristmas t he Ancy a."ld Navy 
Sto r es had advert s in th e "Daily Tel egraph" and "S\Jndcy Times " which 
started like this . 

Even in t he dcys of 16 cours e dinn ers , th e Arr11lf & !lavy Food 
Halls were a byword for sumptuousness . It ' s sti ll the same 
to-day. And at Christca s t ime particularly , t he Fo, d Halls 
are a,:,ong t he most stimulating sights of London. Hu,;-e • 
chee ses ! Enormous turk eys ! Haggises l ike footballs l 
Ruinously expensive crystallized rariti es ! Ri dicul ously 
cheap sl ic ed cold s tuffed tur key! Como and be a Bunt er !! 

And this appear ed in the "Colomi s t " Vict ori a , Bri ti sh Colocbin , sent 
t o re by Bi ll Gander. The write r was one Tom Tayl or , He evi dently 
knows hi s Greyfriars but he Ii!'1kes t he same mistake , of course , a.~ 
anothe r writer in an Australian Newspaper S01'!e yet.XS ago in sta ting 
Bunt er came t o Greyfriars aft er Harry Wharton. i!c ' s quite in error 
t oo in t hinking Bunter shone as a goal - keeper . 

As for Get-There Gunter · he appear ed in th e Boys ' Realm Foot
bal l l ibrary but he didn I t r eign l ong. The autho r was Henry. T. 
J ohnson . 

THINKING }.LOUD 

by Tom Taylcu,. 

"I see t here i s menti on again in t he l ocal pre ss of Bil l y Bw1t or 1 who 
se= t o have transfomcd hilllsel f int o littl e sho r t of a her o. Bunter 
isn 't ioportan t but he i s a welc ome antidot e to Pres ident !iass er . 

One t hina is apparent , and th at i s th at a hos t of grown-ups el l 
over th e Commonweal th were Magnet readers in th eir youth . They 

won 1t all be "old school ti c" chaps eith er , which means t hat these 
t ales of Engli sh publi.c scho ol life w~rg P.vidly devmi:.~ -
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of ot her social persuasions . 

I was a l!all)let fan myself, having a bent f or so-ca ll ed "penny 
dr eadfuls," although Greyfrinr s was a delight and not a dread . How 
truthful these tal os were t o th o atmospher e of a r eal publi c school 
I wouldn't !mow, nor in those halcy on days did t hat oott er, Eno\l8h 
that Harry \lhc.rton and Co. nppenrod on t he lit erary scene without fail 
eveey week. * * * 

I !llil now confused , though . I noti ce th at the af t ern oon paper' s 
London corrospondent quotes a. Toronto man as saying he "loved" Billy 
Bunter , Why, Bunter 11as a fa t lit tl e sneak ! 

When I r ead hi s t ory I havo to belie ve what th e hist orian t ells me; 
a t l east until I read his opposite number. But I can remember ,men 
Billy was born ; ty pographically , I mean. And foat was qui te a wl:.ile 
af t er Harry Wharton was pecked off , unwillingly t o Greyfriars . 

Wh.crton was alwcys the central chllrac t er of the Greyfriars gang, 
s till is I suppose if t he Hall)let remci.ns in circula t i on c.nd doubt l ess 
he i sn ' t n day ol der , He was a clrurlish youngst er to begin with , 
and not until t he bully Bulsh'ode !mocked his block off did he s tr a igh
t en out hi s inhibiti ons . Then of cours e ho gave Mstrode a ' li cking 
and became the ster of the Greyfriars g,,ng. Only Bob ChOI'I"/, I think, 
0<1."?00 anywher e nonr his ski ll wit h the gl oves . 

* * * 
Now unles s mooory does me seri ous wrong Billy Bunter was a tub b:y 

little beas t whose chief aim in lif e was t he tucks hop, who t old lie s 
by the sqoore dozen, and who gener al ly was whet yo•J 'd ccl.l a squnlid 
nuiSf'JlCS. He w~s c.lwr.ys having his nose rubbed in the mud f or his 
short -c omings. He didn't appee.r a t all in some of t he s t ori es , being 
a rr.inor choro.cter who suppl i ed the excuse for tho 11& ! H::i! Ha.!11 of 
schoolboy mirth . 

ilot until he became goalkeeper of outst c.nding skill - no doubt 
t o put Gr eyfri ars on a per with its chi ef ri vs.l , St. Jim!; , which nl so 
hnd o rotund goolkoepor, Fatt-1 Wynn - did t he outhor ~. vo o good word 
t o sey f or him. 

It is tru e of cours e t hnt r.e moy hnve rcfor:aed after I outgrew 
Greyfriars - even Buls trod e gr nduat ed in tim e into a r ight good scrt -



el t hough thot seeoo impossib l e , Ho was beyond t he Pille , 

* * * 
Anyway he is apporen t ly all t he TV end movio rll80 t hese days , 

which my r eflec t ll ki nd of poet ic justice for th e once l owly and des

pised of Greyfrinrs School . I t may reflec t something else too , viz : 

that t he ordinncy decent lad isn •t good copy for ontortainoen t pr<r 

mot om who prefe r the grot esque . Bi lly will bo a comic chnrnct er , 

end since even th o modern scree n doesn ' t make heroes of nas 'c; little 

boys ho will be glossed to suit his new- found stardom. 

Well, Sood luck to him , even if Hurree Jacse t Rw. Singh turns 

whito at the very ideo end hurries back to Indio . Although w!Jy TV 

promoter s shoul d over l ook Got- There Gunter in favor of Bill y Bunter I 

sooll wonder to cy grove . Gunter never sav Greyfriors but he wus c. 

humrui dynatlo in schoolboy form who could out- adventure De.vy Crockett , 

Robin Hood and Long Jolm Sil ver put together . That wns why ho got 

tilere , but now for the life of cc I con • t say where for the mroe of 

t !ie "dreadful" that t old of hi s greet deeds has vanished frro min<' • 

lih:>.t I do remci,ber is th at he caused me to s tond in front of tho 

C!i.rror , ond nex cy c:uscl.es. 

* * * * * 
Now to our own contributors , This free Eric Fayno was crowded 

out last oonth : 

MUSINGS ON THE ROGUE RACKSTRAW SERIES 

by Eric Fnvne. 

I do not find myself ent ire l y in hl'xmony with Roser Jenkins ' 

views on tho Rog11e Reckstraw series , though his orticle is first-cl:,::is . 

I cannot ngroe that the Rogue Reckstraw series was disappointing , - I 

have always regarded i t as one of t he best of all the kidnapping 

series , - but , all the slllile there i s a grea t deal of truth and wis-

cloc in his cocparison of this series with its Rookwood counterpart . 

The Roola;ood se ri es was brilliant , wit h an eerie quality which was 

qui"!:o r<Darr.able; tho Gem series had , howover, certain excellen t 

chareotc r sketches which helped t o mke it outstanding . It could bo 

added that th e i dent ity of t he kidnapper was never in doubt from the 

first in the Rookwood aeries , wuil c the r.:.ystcry was sustained fo r soJ:lC 
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ti.r:te in the St , Jim's stori es . 

But Roger real l y hi t s the nail on th e head when ho says that "too 
Rookwood seri es was as cocpact and intinat e ns th e St, Jill' s sori os 
was ocorp hous and impersonal " • That shrewd end truo co= t could 
be applied to r.iost of t he St, Jin 1s sto ri es aft er th e end of th o 
Bluo covors , and Roger mkes o point which I hove been trying to cake 
fo r years , t houi;h I havo novor succeeded i.:l cxfrc ss ing cysc lf bolt so 
well, - that the Goo canvas was far t oo wido aftor 1914, end intinat o 
ch.'.lro was often l os t in a supoz,..obundnnce of chnrac t crs when ono could 
not sec t he "ood for t ho trees , 

* * * * * 
THEY WIBE MERRY DAYS 

by w, Char.!pion 

My word! i s it r eal l y fifty years since th e Gee first sow th e 
li ght of day? 

Tho good ol d Geo was always cy fa vourite, cnd I ac ccnvinc cd that ., 
nothing appeared within tho pages of t he Magnet tha t oven equal l ed the 
bes t of the St, J in •s s t ories , 

It wnz r:,y c:other (God bl ess hcr l ) \100 fi rst introduced oc t o the 
Geo, or vice-v ersa : she used t o havo it de liv er ed every Sabbnt h , 
t oget her with tho Sundny newopapcrs , end it =t h.evo been cbout 1916, 
when I wr.n seven yocrs ol d , t hat I first bccac c consc i ous of this 
intri gu:u,e-l ooking blu o pori odi c.:il l aying in t he hal l mat, with the 
odd- l ooking ch.,rnctcrs in abbrcvill t ed jnckcts por t m yed en tho front 
cover. 

How c,y moth er used t o eul ogi ze T:!lbct in those wonderful for - off 
dcys . Tho "Toff" wcs the Gc!ll t o her -- and oil tho oth er charac 
t er:: wcro morol y th-;;:;;-to a<ld col our , cs it were , 

Tho first se ri es t hat I can honestl y suy I rcccll re adi ng was 
when Bill y Bunter chlll160d plac es ,ii th his cousin , and came t o St, Ji!lls 
instced of tho popular Wally, enrly in 1919, I t hought the whol o 
thing very lll!!USing, and f rom th en on th e Com bccooe the ,:;rec.test 
delight in my lif o, )ly fav ourite ser i es has over been the car avan 
holiday in t he SUJ!Jller of 19191 of whi ch I have written in de tail in 
an ear li er C .D, l can allllost rocnll t hoso odYenturos word fo r word. 
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Hovover, there i s no doubt that tho Gem did f!P off tho io].d stan
dard in th o middle-twenties , and toke second pl ace in popularity to the 
Magnet; but by that time I vss out in the col d, hero Worl d, =ing 
f!fi/ living, and vss not too much troub led by the event. It ta on1): 
nov, years l ate r, th nt I realise t o t ho ful l whnt a tragedy it all. was, 
and how the up-end-caning genernti on a.re being deprived of something 
grea t and good at the most impressionab l e time of their young li ves , 

Long liv e t he heroes of the School and New Houses in our ma.oryl 

* * * • * 
Here •s some intere sting extracts from a l ette r from Bill Champion: 

"At a fancy-dress Ball t •ot her evening th o Managin;r,-Director of a 
l eading building firm vent ss a perfect rep li ca of the T. V. Billy 
Bunter - oven his cap was spot- on, with the corre ct number of rings, 
etc . He is a few years my senior, and I coul d not res is t asking him 
if he had ever been a reader of tho Ol d Papers. He lladl 

Now, emazingly enough, at thi s same dance , was a lady (well - known 
t o ce) who wss casquerading ss Bessi e Bunte:i; with a pair of t ho most 
gor geous }Xlgtails. My one big regret was that no photogre.pger was 
presen t, as l'c sure a picture of th e two t ogether would hovo boon 
darned interesting, 

Secondly, I rocmtly wrote to th o Editor of tho Junior Eqircss , 
a certain Reginald Tayl or, who inf ormed mo tha t th e Basil Reynol ds who 
is respo nsibl o for th e bla ck and white naturo-studies which eppoor in 
t hnt poper, is none other thnn the nephew of the l:it e \farwi ck , end 
further, this Boail is art-edi t or in the SlllllO deporll:IOnt which 
Mr. Chllrles &milton used t o write f or. Incidentally, Mr, Tayl or 
mlded that he himsel f, used to work as a very young journalist on the 
Gee o.nd l!ognetl 

P.s. I enjoyed reading llUl Loft's nrti cl e in t ho Docember C,D, . The 
Kermeth Nowmn he mentions does not live for tllfflY from me, 

* * * * • 
TlllllE EARLY GEMS: SOME STRAY THOUG!fl'S (Continued) 

by E1 V ,Copeman, 
In t he_ inside bock covor of No.49 is a sket ch of a m:,gnet and 



and round it ors theso words: FA'.l'llm, SJN, BR<m!m, SCl!JOL CHUM; 
!IOTl!m, D!OOlfl'm, SISTER AND llll! FRmiD - THEY ~ RIWl THE IIAG!!ET 
LIBIW!r. IIOV Oii SALE. HUCE #,. I wonder if the lll8ll who wtrdad 
that ad ever realised that half a century later fathers and sons and 
mothers and daU,!htere would still be re&d.ing about the Greyfriars 
characters and tha~ theMAC2iET itself (like the <D) would have ~ 
in aotuali ty a "coll ectors I i t<111" l 

On the outside be.ck cover of ?lo.49 there are three titles ol' llOYS1 

FRmID 3d. LIBRJRY,eto:des given. Tvo of these are of interest, one 
being THE BOY lliJIGE-OW:11:l!S by Devid GoO<l.ri.n ,:nd tho other being THE 
COOTml KDIG, a Sexton Blake yam. 

Gnl iio.66 (15/5/1909) leaves ma a little puzzled. It is a stocy 
about l!r. Ratcliff and 1s called i'1IE iORII-MlB'l'l!R •s smam. The cover 
looks suspiciously as if it vsre draw by Val Reading , but again I em 
open to correction. The balf-pege sketch on ~ 3 shoving the 
Terrible Three loold.ng down on a battered Gussy with a dented topper 
could be Val •s wor.k, So too could the dravi.ng on ~ 11 of old
fashioned Miss Glyn with . her billovi.ng skirt and ht.ge hat (now b&
ocd.!Ja fashionable again, incidenteUyl) and also showing a 10-.sick 
Ratty, armed with a box of flowers, in the backQound, But the sketch 
at the start of the yam. is definitely the _ work of somebody else, 

Tho serial in No.66 is BRITAIN AT R1,.Y, 1<hich follows on from 
BRIUI!l INV.ilDED mentioned eerlier , This was a18<' a reprint from tho 
BOYS I FilIEND, written by the same autho r and footuri.ng the 881118 chief 
cllaraotere, 

SiBbt of tho cover picture of N~, 71 rather startlod ..,, I re~ 
nised the artist il!IDediatel.y thouBh I had never e:tpected to find his 
work in the GD!, nor to learn thet ho ves associated with Cherles 
llamilton so meey years 880• The title of the stcry 1s SENT TO 
COvnmrt and it is one of th e few St, Jim ' s stories illustrated by 
Leonard Shields, lat er to become f 030us for his slrotchos of the Grey.. 
friare cheractors in the MAG!IET, His drawings of Gussy in the GD! 
o! 19/6/1909 h'.lvo to be soon to be appreciated , and the oddly-assorted 
garments of tbe juniors are rather bevilderi.ng, In "Jbo one picture 
you oan soo Eton collare and l ong ooets , knickerbockers, strav hats, 
cape - no dress uniformity at all. 

To be continued, 
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